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Abstrak: Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk meneliti hubungan antara nilai 
syntax dengan nilai menulis siswa semester lima program studi pendidikan 
Bahasa Inggris, program regular B, Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan tahun 
akademik 2013/2014. Untuk mencapai tujuan ini, peneliti menggunakan studi 
korelasi sebagai metode penelitiannya. Populasi penelitian ini adalah siswa 
semester lima program studi pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, regular B, kelas A dan 
kelas B, yang terdiri dari 50 siswa. Sampel penelitian ini diambil dari kedua kelas 
A dan kelas B, terdiri dari 50 siswa. Data penelitian dikumpulkan menggunakan 
teknik dokumentari. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa tidak ada korelasi 
antara nilai syntax dan nilai menulis siswa. Hal ini berdasarkan penghitungan nilai 
koefisien korelasi Pearson r sebesar 0.236. Berdasarkan nilai tersebut, peneliti 
menyimpulkan bahwa Null hypothesis diterima dan Alternative hypothesis 
ditolak.
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Abstract: The purpose of this research is to investigate the correlation between 
the students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores of the fifth semester 
students of English education study program, regular B Program, Teacher 
Training and Education Faculty of Tanjungpura University in academic year 
2013/2014. To achieve this goal, the researcher used correlational study as the 
method of this research. The population of this research was class A and class B 
of the fifth semester students of English education study program, regular B, that 
consist of 50 students. The sample of this research was taken from both class A 
and class B, consist of 50 students. The data of this research were collected by 
using documentary technique. The finding of this research showed that there is no 
correlation between students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores. It is 
based on the calculation score of Pearson r correlation coefficient that is 0.236. 
Based on the score, the reseacher concluded that the Null hypothesis was accepted 
and Alternative hypothesis was rejected.
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e use a language to have a communication with each other. In having a 
communication, we have to use the language based on the rule of the language 
itself. The rule of a language, which is called grammar, must be followed in order 
that we can convey the meaning of the language. Language without grammar would be 
disorganized and causes some communicative problems, like grammatical errors in 
writing. According to Zhou’s (2009) study, grammar is one of the aspects of writing that 
W
2must be learnt by the students in order to improve their writing skill. So, we need to know 
the grammatical structure in writing to deliver our ideas well.
Writing is one of the skills that must be mastered by students. Writing means 
a process of communication that conveys ideas and opinions in written form done 
by the student.  Writing is the representation of language in a textual medium 
through the use of signs or symbols. However, writing is more than being a matter 
of transcribing language into symbols. Just as speech is more than producing 
sounds, writing is much more than the production of graphic symbols; these 
symbols have to be arranged according to some conventions to form words, and to 
combine them to form sentences. It can be concluded that writing is a skill that 
shows the writers intellectual and emotional by forming meaningful and 
understandable signs or symbols as a mean of communication. 
In composing writing, students have to know the linguistic elements. 
According to Victoria Fromkin (2011), there are some kinds of linguistic 
elements; they are phonology (the sound system of a language), morphology (the 
study of the structure of the words), syntax (the study of the structure of 
sentences), semantics (the study of meaning of language), and pragmatics (the 
appropriate use of language in different contexts). Some of those linguistic 
elements have important roles in writing organization, such as morphology and 
syntax. The researcher limits the discussion only in student’s English syntax for 
the linguistic elements, because it is based on what the students learn in the fifth 
semester. 
Syntax is one of the linguistic elements that must be mastered by the students 
in order to be able to write well, because syntax concerns about the sentence 
structure. In other words, writing and grammar are inextricably intertwined as 
much of good writing derives its excellence from faultless grammar. This is 
emphasized  by  Frodesen  and  Eyring  (2000:  23)  who  believe  that,”  a  focus  
on  form (grammar)  in  composition  can  help  writers  develop  rich  linguistic  
resources  needed  to express  ideas  effectively”.  It means that, syntax is very 
important in composing a readable written text, because it is as the key of the 
writing. Syntax can help the writer create the structural sentences into a good 
writing to convey the meaning.
Sentences have to follow the certain structural rules in order to make it sense. 
Syntax has some rules in sentence structure: combining words into phrases and 
phrases into sentence, describe the relationship between meaning of a particular 
group of words and the arrangement of those words, and specify the grammatical 
relations of a sentence. Syntax has a big rule in writing; because without proper 
syntax, writing would simply not exist, nor would many of the subtleties that 
academics and casual readers alike love to ponder. 
The researcher assumes that if the students are good in syntax, they are also 
good in writing. It is because syntax deals with how the sentences are structured 
and writing requires the sentence structured well. Therefore, the writer is 
interested in finding out whether or not there is a correlation between syntax and 
essay writing. The researcher used correlational study which involves two 
variables: students’ syntax scores and essay writing scores. The researcher found 
that there is no correlation between those two variables by using Pearson product-
moment formula.
3METHOD
In order to investigate the correlation between students’ syntax scores and 
students’ writing scores, the researcher conducted a correlational study. 
According to Malcom L. Van Blerkom (2009: 267), correlation is a way to 
describe the relationship between two variables, in this research is the relationship 
between students’ syntax scores and students’ essay writing scores. While 
correlational research can suggest that there is a relationship between two or more 
variables, it cannot prove that one variable causes a change on another variable. In 
other words, correlation is not equal causation. The function of correlation 
research is to predict the relation among two or more variables though its degree 
and direction of the correlation. Some characteristics of correlational study are: 
there is no attempt from the researcher to influence the result of the correlation 
between two variables; the correlational study investigates the possibility of 
correlation between two variables; there is no manipulation of variables in 
correlational study.
The population of this research were two classes of the fifth semester students 
of English education study program, regular B, Teacher Training and Education 
Faculty of Tanjungpura University in academic year 2013/2014, which consist of 
50 students of class A and class B. The researcher used saturated sampling 
technique where the entire population member is selected as the sample. Sugiyono
(2010) says: “Sampling jenuh adalah teknik penentuan sampel bila anggota 
populasi digunakan sebagai sampel”. The researcher selected the 50 students of 
class A and class B of the fifth semester students of English education study 
program, regular B, Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Tanjungpura 
University in academic year 2013/2014 as the sample.
A technique is used to collect the appropriate data in order to solve the 
research problems objectively. The researcher employed documentary technique 
in collecting the data of students’ syntax scores and students’ essay writing scores. 
The researcher took the data in form of documents. The scores were collected 
using students’ transcript report taken from academic officer. Tool of a research is 
a devise that is intentionally chosen or constructed based on the characteristic of a 
research (Marczyk, et al 2005:23). The tool developed in collecting the data on the 
student’s linguistic comprehension was the collected score of the students’ 
English syntax in the fifth semester. Whereas the tool applied in gathering the data 
of student’s writing skill was also the collected score of the students’ essay 
writing in the fourth semester.
In analyzing the data, the researcher conducted three steps. First step is the 
analysis of the students’ syntax scores. Second step is the analysis of the students’ 
writing scores. And the last step is the analysis of the correlation between the 
students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores. In analyzing the students’ 
syntax score and writing scores, the researcher took the students’ syntax final 
scores of the fifth semester students in academic year 2013/2014 and took the 
students’ writing scores of the fourth semester students in academic year 
2012/2013 from the academic officer. The value of the score referred to the 
standard judgment stated by the authority of FKIP UNTAN, consists of four 
criteria: attendance, structured assignment, midterm test and final test. But the 
researcher took only the scores from midterm test and final test of syntax as the 
values, because these scores describe the student’s achievement in syntax class. 
4The achievement indicates how successful individual students in achieving the 
objectives.
The score was determined by calculation as follow:
Student’s score = midterm test + final test
The researcher analyzed the correlation between students’ syntax score and 
students’ writing scores in two ways. Firstly, the researcher found the correlation 
coefficient between students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores. The 
correlational analysis is used to find out the correlation coefficient of two 
correlational variables. Those variables were students’ syntax scores and students’ 
writing scores. In this study, the researcher investigated whether students’ syntax 
scores directly correlated to their writing scores. The researcher used Pearson 
product-moment to find out the correlation coefficient.
The formula of Pearson r correlation coefficient:
r = 
∑ ௑௒ି (∑೉)(∑ೊ)ಿ
ට൤∑௑మି  (∑೉ )మಿ ൨ ൤∑௒మି  (∑ೊ)మಿ ൨ 
where: r = correlation coefficient (Pearson r)∑ܺ = the sum of the score in X-distribution               
            ∑  ܻ    = the sum of the score in Y-distribution
            ∑ܻܺ = the sum of the products of paired X- and Y- scores
            ∑ ଶܺ = the sum of the squared scores in X-distribution
            ∑ ଶܻ = the sum of the squared scores in Y-distribution
N = the number of paired X- and Y- scores
The criteria used for the evaluation of the coefficient correlation according to 
Muils (2004):
Table 1
The criteria of correlation
Coefficient Relationship
< (+/-) 0,1 Very weak
< (+/-) 0,3 Weak
< (+/-) 0,5 Moderate
< (+/-) 0,8 Strong
≥ (+/-) 0,8 Very strong
Secondly, the researcher tested the hypothesis. In order to see whether or not there 
is a correlation between the students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores, 
the researcher compared the r score with the r table. The researcher calculated the 
degree of freedom using the following formula:
df = n – 2; where: df = degree of freedom, n = number of students.
5Then, the r score was interpreted by using table of critical value of product-
moment coefficient correlation. If the r score is less than r table, it means that the 
Null hypothesis is accepted. But if the r score is similar or more than r table, it 
means that the alternative is accepted.
FINDING AND DISCUSSION
Finding 
The result of the data analysis on the student’s transcript report of syntax score as 











1 80 85 165
2 80 80 160
3 60 60 120
4 70 70 140
5 85 85 170
6 80 85 165
7 70 70 140
8 60 65 125
9 70 75 145
10 70 75 145
11 80 85 165
12 65 65 130
13 70 70 140
14 75 70 145
15 80 85 165
16 70 70 140
17 70 75 145
18 70 70 140
19 70 70 140
20 70 70 140
21 85 85 170
22 70 70 140
23 70 70 140
24 70 70 140
25 75 70 145
26 70 65 135
27 95 70 165
28 85 75 160
29 70 85 155
30 45 65 110
31 80 60 140
32 65 76 141
33 60 75 135
34 40 40 80
35 20 30 50
36 70 95 165
37 60 75 135
38 45 45 90
639 65 55 120
40 40 65 105
41 95 95 190
42 55 60 115
43 60 50 110
44 30 75 105
45 55 50 105
46 50 60 110
47 90 90 180
48 25 55 80
49 20 25 45
50 20 35 55
The result of the data analysis on the student’s transcript report of writing
score as the samples of this research is as follow:
Table 3







1 37 55 92
2 95 95 190
3 88 77 165
4 65 79 144
5 62 86 148
6 28 40 68
7 33 77 110
8 37 78 115
9 73 51 124
10 47 87 134
11 82 77 159
12 42 77 119
13 63 55 118
14 45 28 73
15 73 96 169
16 47 95 142
17 50 55 105
18 73 88 161
19 80 38 118
20 45 38 83
21 63 81 144
22 78 71 149
23 42 69 111
24 68 68 136
25 68 49 117
26 74 84 158
27 84 95 179
28 92 77 169
29 80 88 168
30 34 65 99
31 78 88 166
32 52 88 140
33 78 47 125
34 68 76 144
35 44 65 109
36 64 89 153
737 90 76 166
38 78 80 158
39 54 95 149
40 36 72 108
41 92 65 157
42 38 72 110
43 62 65 127
44 72 80 152
45 76 80 156
46 82 84 166
47 95 72 167
48 44 72 116
49 36 76 112
50 62 56 118
The students’ syntax scores and essay writing scores are shown is the graphic 
below:
Graph 1
Students' Syntax scores and Essay Writing scores
The graph above shows the students’ syntax scores that are represented 






















































8After the data has been collected and the score for both variables that are syntax 
and essay writing, the researcher calculated the data to find the correlation 
between those two sets of data using Pearson r:
r = 
∑ ௑௒ି (∑೉)(∑ೊ)ಿ
ට൤∑௑మି  (∑೉ )మಿ ൨ ൤∑௒మି  (∑ೊ)మಿ ൨ 
The result and the finding can be seen from the table below:
Table 4








1 165 92 27225 8464 15180
2 160 190 25600 36100 30400
3 120 165 14400 27225 19800
4 140 144 19600 20736 20160
5 170 148 28900 21904 25160
6 165 68 27225 4624 11220
7 140 110 19600 12100 15400
8 125 115 15625 13225 14375
9 145 124 21025 15376 17980
10 145 134 21025 17956 19430
11 165 159 27225 25281 26235
12 130 119 16900 14161 15470
13 140 118 19600 13924 16520
14 145 73 21025 5329 10585
15 165 169 27225 28561 27885
16 140 142 19600 20164 19880
17 145 105 21025 11025 15225
18 140 161 19600 25921 22540
19 140 118 19600 13924 16520
20 140 83 19600 6889 11620
21 170 144 28900 20736 24480
22 140 149 19600 22201 20860
23 140 111 19600 12321 15540
24 140 136 19600 18496 19040
25 145 117 21025 13689 16965
26 135 158 18225 24964 21330
27 165 179 27225 32041 29535
28 160 169 25600 28561 27040
29 155 168 24025 28224 26040
30 110 99 12100 9801 10890
31 140 166 19600 27556 23240
32 141 140 19881 19600 19740
33 135 125 18225 15625 16875
34 80 144 6400 20736 11520
35 50 109 2500 11881 5450
36 165 153 27225 23409 25245
37 135 166 18225 27556 22410
38 90 158 8100 24964 14220
39 120 149 14400 22201 17880
40 105 108 11025 11664 11340
9The calculation is:
r =  
ଽ଴ଽଵସହି (లలరభ)(లళలల)ఱబ
ට൤ଽଷଶହଷଵି (లలరభ)మఱబ ൨ ൤ଽହସ଼଴ଶି (లళలల)మఱబ ൨
r =  
ଽ଴ଽଵସହି ଼ଽ଼଺଺଴.ଵଶ
ඥ[ହ଴ସ଻ଷ.ଷ଼] [ଷଽଶଶ଺.଼଼]
r =  
ଵ଴ସ଼ସ.଼଼
√ଵଽ଻ଽଽଵଷଶଶ଴.ସହ




Based on the calculation above, then the researcher compared the r score with 
the r table. From the result above Pearson r is 0.236, df = 48 and on 5% 
significant, r table is 0.2787 (the r table is shown in appendix 5). So, it can be 
seen that r score is lower than r table (r score < r table). It means that there was no 
correlation between the students’ students’ syntax scores and students’ writing 
scores of the fifth semester students of English education study program, regular 
B, Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Tanjungpura University in 
academic year 2013/2014. So that the Alternative hypothesis was rejected or the 
Null hypothesis was accepted.
Discussion 
Writing is the organization of words in order to convey the meaning which is 
expected by the writer. In composing a written text, a writer needs to have ability 
in writing. Students in the college level have writing for academic purposes. The 
researcher focused on essay writing for the fifth semester students of English 
study program, regular B, Teacher Training and Education Faculty of 
Tanjungpura University in academic year 2013/2014, because they have had essay 
writing class in the forth semester class. In composing a written text, students 
need some linguistic elements. So, they need to have a competence in linguistic. 
The linguistic element which relates in writing is syntax, because syntax discusses 
sentence structure. Students need to know the rules of syntax that are important in 
writing, so the students can combine sentences well.
41 190 157 36100 24649 29830
42 115 110 13225 12100 12650
43 110 127 12100 16129 13970
44 105 152 11025 23104 15960
45 105 156 11025 24336 16380
46 110 166 12100 27556 18260
47 180 167 32400 27889 30060
48 80 116 6400 13456 9280
49 45 112 2025 12544 5040
50 55 118 3025 13924 6490
∑ 6641 6766 932531 954802 909145
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This study was set out to investigate the correlation between students’ syntax 
scores and students’ writing scores of the fifth semester students of English 
education study program, regular B, Teacher Training and Education Faculty of 
Tanjungpura University in academic year 2013/2014. The researcher used 
correlational study which involves two variables: students’ syntax scores and 
essay writing scores. Correlation research study is one of common types of 
scientific research. The goal of correlational research is to find out whether one or 
more variables can predict other variables. Correlation research allows the 
researcher to find out what variable may be related. However, in fact, two things 
that are related or correlated do not mean there is a causal relationship. It is 
important to make a distinction between correlation and causation. The data were 
collected using students’ transcript report taken from academic officer to find out 
their scores of Syntax and Essay writing. These two sets of data were collected to 
answer the research problem stated in the previous chapter. 
Considering the correlation coefficient (r) obtained was 0.236, showed that 
the r score was lower than r table (0.236 < 0.2787). It means that there was no 
correlation between students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores of the 
fifth semester students of English education study program, regular B, Teacher 
Training and Education Faculty of Tanjungpura University in academic year 
2013/2014. In conclusion, the Null Hypothesis stating that “there is no correlation 
between the students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores” is accepted, 
while, the Alternative Hypothesis stating that “there is a correlation between the 
students’ syntax scores and students’ writing scores” is rejected.
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
Conclusion
After having the entire processes of the research, the writer would like to 
point out some conclusions, as follows: 1) based on the finding of this research, it 
can be seen that the correlation coefficient (r) is 0.236, 2) The r score shows that 
the Null hypothesis, which states that there is no correlation between students’ 
syntax scores and students’ writing scores, is accepted. 
Suggestion 
Based on the research result that has been conducted, the writer believes that 
grammar, where this research focuses in syntax, is not the only component in 
writing. Beside grammar, there are other components of writing that must be 
noticed by the students, such as mechanics, organization, word choice, purpose, 
audience, process, and content. Awareness of the other components of writing that 
is very important for students. The students do not only focus on grammar, but 
also need to be more aware of other components of writing in order to be able to 
create a good writing. It could be useless if the students are good in grammar, but 
they do not notice the other components that should be reinforced in writing.
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